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Abstract

The past decade has witnessed a steady growth in research cooperation between Norway and South Africa, and South Africa is host to an increasing number of Norwegian students. South Africa is also one of eight priority cooperation countries for Norway outside the EU within the field of research and higher education. In our presentation we will examine objectives, developments and challenges in the cooperation between South Africa and Norway on knowledge generation and discusses how mutual cooperation in research, education, and innovation between the two countries can be further advanced in future. 

Collaboration in knowledge generation between South Africa and Norway dates back to the apartheid era when Norway and the other Nordic countries provided educational support to South Africans in exile and their families. We will briefly outline some trends, priorities and examples of knowledge collaboration between Norway and South Africa in the early years after liberation, when a number of initiatives within higher education and research were initiated. These bilateral programmes were typically motivated by developmental needs in South Africa pertaining to capacity-building in research, strengthening of research-based higher education, and the transformation of the higher education sector.

In more recent years there has been a gradual move towards stronger reciprocity in the bilateral relations. Networks like SANORD have contributed substantially to strengthen the ties between higher education institutions in South(ern) Africa and Norway. We will discuss to what extent current Norwegian national objectives for international cooperation on research and education are consistent and compatible with South African needs and priorities, and illustrate how the two countries continue to maintain their close ties within research and education through an array of bilateral institutional agreements, national programmes for bilateral collaboration, as well as multilateral programmes within the EU portfolio. 

In our presentation we will also address some blind spots and suggests potential areas of growth for the cooperation between South Africa and Norway. Although the two countries have enjoyed close ties in the area of research cooperation through the years, their industrial relations remain modest. Further research cooperation may open the door for expanded cooperation also including the private sector. There is also room for improvements with respect to student mobility. While about 350 Norwegian students attend South African institutions for higher education each year, less than 30 South Africans study in Norway annually. 

The high-level bilateral talks between Norway and South Africa in November 2013 underscored the countries mutual desire to maintain their close relations within knowledge generation. At present, several new initiatives are in the fold. The Norwegian Research Council (NRC) and the Norwegian Centre for International Cooperation in Education (SIU) preside over new instruments intended to strengthening the links between research and higher education and to create excellent bilateral partnerships. Moreover, the Norwegian Ministry of Education and Research is currently preparing a strategy for cooperation with all the BRICS countries. The presentation will provide information on some of the future prospects for collaboration that can be found within these initiatives.
